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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT SPRINGDALE NORTHERN BYPASS

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CCRPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 867

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867
REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF

AUG 1 2 1998

Engineering and Technical Services Division
Regulalory Section

File No. 13685-1

Ms. Brenda Frice

Envircnmental Divisicn

Arkansas State Illighway and
Transpcrtaticn Zepartmentc

P.C. Box 22351

Little Rocck, Arkansas 72203-22¢l

Dear Ms. Price:

This is in regard to your request on July 21, 1998, for the
Little Reck Distriet (LRD) to bs a cocperating agency in
preparation of an Env_oronmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
construction of 17 miles of fully controlled zccess four-lane
divided highway. The proposed highway would be on a new
_ocation, connecting U. 3. Highway 412 west of 3cnora to U. 3.
Highwav 412 west of Tontitowr, and wil_. serve as a northern
bypass of Springdale in Benton and Washington Counties, Arkansas
{Job No. 04026%5).

1he LKD would eppreciats being made a cooperating agency in
the preparation of the EIS, I will be your point of contact in
regard to snvirormertal documentation for & Department of the
Army Section 404 permit.

If you have any questions, please contact ms at
'501) 324-5295 and refer to Fleld No. 13685-1.

Sincerely,

..;i{h’u';& ?,' I""J Q‘-\.LW

Larry J. Harrison
Project Marager
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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT SPRINGDALE NORTHERN BYPASS

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS CF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 867
SR LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867

AlTENTION OF AUG 70 2001

Planning. Environmental and Regulatory Division
Regulatory Branch

FILE No. 13685-3

Mr. Marion Butler

Division Head, Environmental Division

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Departinent
P.O. Box 2261

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261

Dear Mr, Butler:

Please reference the Draft Fnvironmental Impact Statement (I11S) for the Springdale
Northern Bypass, Docket No. FHWA-AR-EIS-01-01-d. "

The Draift EIS outlines a study on four (4) different alternative alignments for the
proposed highway projecl. The study indicates that no wetlands have been identified along any
of the alignments. However, the study did indicate that sach alignment would cross numerous
sircams that arc considcred to be other waters of the United States (waters).

The discharge of fill material associated with constructing a highway crossing of these
walers requires authorization pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. A preliminary
inspection revealed that the discharges may be authorized by Department of the Army
Nalionwide Permits No. 14, provided that all its conditions are met. When a preferred alignment
is selected and detailed plans arc finalized for all its crossings, plcasc submit & copy to our
Regulatory Branch [or a {inal permit delermination.

We appreciate vour cooperalion in the Regulatory Program. The evaluation of vour
project will be given high priority and all procedures will be expedited to the fullest extent
possible. If you have any questions, please contact the Project Manager for this action, Mr. Larry
Harrison of the Regulatory Branch, at (501) 324-5296 and rcfer to Permit No. 13685-3.

Sincerely,

[

Terry L. Hams, PE.
Chief, Regulatory Branch

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETIRN RECEIPT REQUESTED

0-2
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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY
AND
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 2261
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261
Telefax (501) 569-2400

Dan Flowers
Director
Telephone (501) 569-2000

April 22, 2004

Mr. Larry Harrison

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

Little Rock District

P.O. Box 0867

700 West Capitol Avenue, Room 6110
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-0867

Re: AHTD Job Number 001966
Springdale Northern Bypass (Hwy. 412)
Benton and Washington Counties

Dear Mr. Harrison;

A draft copy of the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
referenced project is enclosed for your review and comment. This draft is currently
undergoing Cooperating Agency and Interdisciplinary Staff review within the Department
and is not yet released for public dissemination. We would appreciate it if you are able to
expedite the review process and return your comments by May 7, 2004.

[f you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Brenda Price at (501)
569-2284.

Sincerely,

Environmental Division

Enclosures

MB:BP:lIt
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 867

AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203-0867

ATTENTION OF

Planning, Environmental and Regulatory Division
Regulatory Branch APR 2 § 2004

FILE NO. 13685-4

Mr. Marion Butler

Division Head, Environmental Division

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
P.O. Box 2261

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261

Dear Mr. Butler:

Please reference the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Springdale Northern Bypass, Docket No. FHWA-AR-EIS-01-01-d.

The Supplemental Draft EIS outlines a study on four (4) different alternative alignments
for the proposed highway project. The study indicates that no jurisdictional wetlands have been
identified along any of the alignments. However, the study did indicate that each alignment
would cross numerous streams that are considered to be waters of the United States (waters).

The discharge of fill material associated with constructing a highway crossing of these
waters requires authorization pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. A preliminary
inspection revealed that the discharge for each crossing might be authorized by Department of
the Army Nationwide Permit No. 14, provided that all its conditions are met. When a preferred
alignment is selected and detailed plans are finalized for all its crossings, please submit a copy to
our Regulatory Branch for a final permit determination.

We appreciate your cooperation in the Regulatory Program. The evaluation of your
project will be given high priority and all procedures will be expedited to the fullest extent
possible. If you have any questions, please contact the Transportation Program Manager, Mr.
Larry Harrison of the Regulatory Branch, at (501) 324-5296 for this action, and refer to File No.
13685-4.

Sincerely,
Jerry L. Harris, P.E.
Chief, Regulatory Branch

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQIIESTED
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFF ICGE BOX 867

. LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72203-0867
ATTENTIOM OF

Plamning, Environmental and Regulatory Division
Regulatory Branch

File No. 13685-4

Mr. Marian Butler

Division Head

Environmental Division

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
PO Box 2261

Little Rock, Arkansas 72204-3

Dear Mr, Butler:

Please reference the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Springdale
Northern Bypass, Docket No. FHWA-AR-EIS-01-01-d.

The FEIS outlines the selection of a preferred alignment for the subject project that would
require the discharge of fill material into 0.2 acres of wetlands and into less than 0.1 acres of
other waters of the United States, per crossing, to construct 21 bridge/culvert crossings (Table 4-
14}, We have previously determined that the wetlands are tsolated and therefore, not subject to
regulation under Section 404 of the Clenn Water Act. Also, the discharge associated with
constructing each bridge/culven crossing appears ta be authorized under Nationwide Permit No.
14. When detailed plans are finalized for all the bridge/culvert crossings, please submit a copy
to our Regulatory Branch for a final permit determination.

We appreciate your cooperation in the Regulatory Program. The evaluation of your project
will be given high prionity and all procedures will be expedited Lo the Tullest extent possible. 11
you have any questions, please contact me at {501) 324-5296 and refer to Permit NNo. 13685-4.

Sincerely,
Foniy e
Larry 77 Harrison

Transportation Program Manager
Regulatotry Branch

COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION 0-5
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1 505 Museum Road, Swite 103
Conway, Arkamsas 72032
M REFLY REFLE 11 Tel: SOL/E13.4470 Fax: 501751324480

August 10, 2001

Mr. Marion Butler

Arkansas State Highway and Transportaticn Departiment
P.0O. Box 2261

Little Rock, AR 72203.224]

Drear Mr. Butler:

The U8, Fish and Wildlife Service (Serviee) has recelved vour letter and Drull Envircrunental
Impact Statement for the Springdale Northern Bypass (Hwy 412), AITTD Job Number 040266,
located in Bentan and Washington Counties in Arkansas, Therefore, we submit the follewing
comments in accordance with your request and Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (¥7 Stat.
B84, as amendoed: 16 150, 15331 et seq.).

The proposed project consists of construction of a four-lane bypass around the existing U.S. Hwy
412 through Springdale, Arkansas. All ulternative alignments begin at an interchange with
existing U.S, Hwy 412 west of Tontitown where the hiphway presently changes from four to five
lanes and will end with an interchange on existing 17, 8. Hwy 412 between the Springdale castern
city limits and Beaver Lake. The length of the proposed project is between 14.6 and 18.9 miles
(23.5 and 30.4 kilomerters) depending on the selecled alignment.

The Service reecmmends that the stutement should discuss the potential impacts to migratory
birds and commitments W mimmizing harm to species protectad by the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (16 L.S.C. 703-712), Numerous spevies ol ruigratory birds pratected under the Act ure
located within this area and may be nesting on bridges, in trees, and/or within struetures. Special
consideration should be given to the times and dates of construstion, the survaying for neshing
sites, and to consulling with the Service for guidance,

Thank-you fur the appartonity to review the draft EIS and provide comments. If vou have any
guestions or additional comments, please contact Lindsey Lewis in our office al (501) 513-4489,

Sincerely,

o 4 4 ,F'Ir' o
,r'-’ll A ﬂ/{,_,lf’ J."I'll T4 ‘.-ﬂl.i:ﬁ,
/Dy 7

Margarct Hamey
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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY
AND
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

Dan Flowers P.O. Box 2261
Director Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261
Telephone (501) 569-2000 Telefax (501) 569-2400

December 10, 2002

Mr. Allan Mueller

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1500 Museum Road

Suite 105

Conway, Arkansas 72032

Re: AHTD Job Number 040266
Springdale Northern Bypass (U.S. 412)
Benton and Washington Counties

Dear Mr. Mueller:

The Federal Highway Administration and Arkansas State Highway and Transportation
Department are planning to complete a Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(SDEIS) on the referenced project. Although the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
was signed in January 2002, comments submitted by citizens at the Location Public Hearing have
prompted us to investigate an additional alignment. The scope of the SDEIS 1is to be limited to
Sections B-E of the project as shown on the enclosed map.

Please review and respond with your comments concerning the additional alignment. Enclosed
are topographic maps and an aerial photograph illustrating the project. Thank you for your
cooperation, and if you have any questions, please contact Brenda Price of my staff at (501) 569-
2281.

Sincerely,
~ ‘M"”*"& W
Marion Butler
Division Head
Environmental Division
Enclosures
MB:BP:dfs
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
15300 Museum Road, Suire 103
Conway. Arkansas 72032

N BEPLY RETER Toh Tel: 307/313-4470  Fax: 301/513-4480

February 10, 2003

Mr. Marien Butler, Environmental Division Head
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
P.O. Box 2261

Liule Rock. Arkansas 72203-226.

Dear Mr. Butler,

The 11.5. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received vour letter dated December 10, 2003, concerning an
additional alternative to the realignment of Arkansas highway 412 which was developed based on citizen
comments submitted during a Location Public Hearing, The propased realignment oceurs within Washington
and Benloen counties. Arkansas. Our comments are subnictted in accordance with the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act{1611.5.C. 661-667¢) and the Endangercd Species Act (87 Stat. 884. asamended 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq. ).

The proposed realignment alternalive courses approximately 1/4 mileaway lrem the delineated recharge arca
of Cave Springs Cave. a known site harboring the endangered grey bat (Myvotis grisescens), end Ozark
Cavelish (Amblyopsis rasae). The llinais River watershed alsc contains two candidate species, the Neosho
Mucket { Lampsilis rafinesqueana), and the Arkansas Darter {Etheostoma cragini) which occurs within
spring runs throughout the watershed.

The aealogy in the Ozarks is comprised primarily of karst geolagy . where surface walers interact with the
hydrogeologic processes of the underlying karst ecosystems.  Karst ccosystems throughout the Ozarks are
commonly inhabited by threatened and endangered species. [n order Lo conserve and protect karst resources
the Service recommends the following. In arzas where karst surface features occur (ie; losing streams,
springs. sinkholes, caves}. establish a minimum ol 100" vegetated buffer where herbicides, fertilizers, vehicle
maintenance and storage, and petroleum products are ot applied or stored. Lxcavation, trenching, blasting,
drilling, and associated aclivities wizhin or adjacert to karst features could have detrimental impacts on
species within karst ecosystems. Surface reconnaissance should identify all visible karst surface features.

If a cave or fracture is breeched or surface water is reronted into karst conduits, all activities should cease
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service should te conlacted to assess the sitvation and provide further
consultation before procecding. The Service should assess the cave for threatened and endangered snecies
and provide further consultation before activities proceed. No blasting should be permitted in the vicinity
ol any known caves withoul previous consultation.

Below is a preliminary list of known karst features in the vicinity of the proposed highway
realignment:

1) Thiee caves flooded by Beaver Lakc:

a)Bal Cave Township 17, Range 29, Section | NW1/4 NE1/4, 400 long
bYWhite River Cave- Township 17, Range 29, Section 1. NI2 174 SW 1/, 30" long: oul at low

COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION



FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT SPRINGDALE NORTHERN BYPASS

walter
c)Head Cave- Township 17, Range 29, Section 12, SW 1/4 NE 1/4, 2000 long; upper parl not
flooded, should be mapped

2) One cave is a sump, under creck bed at road crossing; Township 17, Range 29, Section 2, SW 1/4
NWI1/1

3) Filled sink at Township 17, Range 29, Section 10, NW 1/4 SW 1/4

4) 80" "dug" well with reported cave at bottom at Township 17, Range 29, Section 9

5) Hewitt Spring: locked spring house en Sonora Quad in Township 17, Range 29, Section 29

6) Cave at Township 18, Range 29. Section 34, SE 1/4 SE 1/4, 160 long, avg 6' x 3'

7) Spring marked on quad in Township 18, Range 31, Section 21

The Service appreciates the Arkansas Department of Transportation’s interest in protecting threatened and
endangered species and karst habitat. Application of Best Management Practices arid mutual ccoperation
serve as guidance for the proper way to implement future highway projects in katst landscapes. The Service
appreciates the opportunity to comment and locks forward te further cooperation and coordination in

assisting with this project if necessary. If yon have any questions or additional comments, please contact
David Kampwerth at (501) 513-4477,

Sincerely, ]

j ,f'f ‘l //IT’[CLA_.—'\_.F_A

Margaret Harney
Acting Field Supervisor

COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION 0-9
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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY
AND
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 2261
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261
Telefax (501) 569-2400

Dan Flowers
Director
Telephone (501) 569-2000

April 22, 2004

Mr. Alan Mueller

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1500 Museum Road, Suite 105
Conway, Arkansas 72032

Re: AHTD Job Number 001966
Springdale Northern Bypass (Hwy. 412)
Benton and Washington Counties

Dear Mr. Mueller:

A draft copy of the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
referenced project is enclosed for your review and comment. This draft is currently
undergoing Cooperating Agency and Interdisciplinary Staff review within the Department
and is not yet released for public dissemination. We would appreciate it if you are able to
expedite the review process and return your comments by May 7, 2004.

[f you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Brenda Price at (501)
569-2284.

Sincerely,

- i L. IAH'-VW*')

‘Marion Butler
Division Head
Environmental Division

Enclosures

MB:BP:It
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1300 Museum Road. Suite 103
Conway. Arkansas 72032
IN RERLY REFER TO Tel: 5015134470 Fax: 501 513-4480

August 5, 2004

Mr. Randal Looney

Federal Highway Administration
Arkansas Division

700 West Capitol Avenue

Room 3130

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3298

Subject: Springdale Northern Bypass, Alternative Alignment Five
Dear Mr. Looney:

This letter addresses Springdale Northern Bypass Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (SDEIS). Maintaining the ecological integrity of the recharge area for Cave Springs
Cave is very important to the survival of the federally listed threatened Ozark cavefish
(Amblyopsis rosae). As a result, we have been concerned about the acceptability of alignment
five as presented in the SDEIS. A meeting on July 29, 2004 with the Arkansas Highway and
Transportation Department (AHTD) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
environmental staff provided additional information that requires a reassessment of our
comments on the proposed project.

Alignment five is located approximately one quarter mile outside the recharge area at the closest
point. The greatest concern of the Fish and Wildlife Service with alignment five is the potential
for impacts to the Cave Springs Cave recharge area through secondary and cumulative effects as
a result of development along the new highway alignment. For this reason, alignments two,
three, and four were considered more favorable than alignment five. AHTD staff members
explained that selection of alignments two or four would result in the relocation of Wagon Wheel
Road and the [-540 local access interchange, providing local traffic an access point closer to the
recharge area, whereas alignment five would not. Alignment five does not allow access at the
point where it intersects Interstate 540 near the recharge area. This would prevent access to
local traffic and therefore limit induced development. Drainage and storm water runoff were also
of concern, but it was noted that due to topography of the surrounding lands, runoff from
alignment five would not discharge into the Cave Springs Cave recharge area.

COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION 0O-11
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An elementary school has been constructed within alignment two, which also impacts the
greatest number of minority communities in the area. Selection of alignment four would also
increase impacts to Callahan Mountain, which would undergo extensive blasting for cuts and fills
needed to level the right of way around the mountain.

Alignment three would have identical impacts to Callahan Mountain, but would not provide a
direct arterial route through the Cave Springs Cave recharge area. Alignment three would also
impact Spring Creek by creating a greater potential for induced development within the
associated floodplain due to the resulting local interchange relocation.

If the following conditions are made an integral part of alignment five, the Fish and Wildlife
Service has no objection to construction of this alignment. To minimize potential impacts that
could result from the construction of alignment five, the FHWA and AHTD are requested not to
build additional interchanges between Interstate 540 and Highway 112 and to limit frontage roads
as follows:

1. The directional interchange of alignment five and [-540 would provide no local access.

2. No additional interchanges would be constructed between the I-540 and Arkansas State
Highway 112.

3. No frontage roads would be built along the highway between the two interchanges mentioned
in #2. This restriction includes local road construction under the control of FHWA or AHTD
utilizing the resources of either agency (an emphasis being placed on those roads which would
allow additional access to the Cave Springs Cave recharge area). Two short lengths of road have
been approved by the Fish and Wildlife Service that would run parallel to the proposed right of
way to provide connectivity for local roads severed by the alignment. These severed roads are
Puppy Creek Road/Spring Creek Road and Wagon Wheel/South Zion Road. Puppy Creek Road
would be rerouted to connect to Spring Creek Road, and South Zion Road could be reconnected
to Wagon Wheel Road. The Service requests that a grade separation be placed on both Wagon
Wheel Road and South Zion Road to resolve the connectivity issue in that area if design and
budget criteria allow.

4. Drainage along this section of the new highway will not be allowed to enter the Cave Springs
Cave recharge area as delineated in the DEIS.

Other outstanding issues involve at least one cave habitat, Split Cave, near Beaver Lake that has
the potential to support the Ozark cavefish. This cave system could be affected by Segment E-F
of each alignment. The flooded portion of this cave has recently been explored by expert cave
divers, but visibility was too low to perform adequate surveys. The cave is scheduled to be
explored again on August 22, 2004 when water levels in the lake should have subsided to
appropriate levels. If cavefish are discovered in the cave, we will request a delineation of the
recharge area and recommend further coordination to resolve the associated potential impacts
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before completion of the final EIS. In addition to this cave, there is the potential for more cave
resources to become known through upcoming public involvement meetings, which would
require further coordination to avoid damages to these resources. We will work with the AHTD
to ensure a timely and thorough investigation of any new resources that may be discovered.

Our comments to date also addressed wetland impacts and migratory bird issues. These
comments should be reviewed and addressed in the final EIS. We thank the AHTD and FHWA
for the opportunity to comment on this project and look forward to working with you in the
future to conserve fish and wildlife resources. For future correspondence on this matter, please
contact Mitch Wine of this office at 501-513-4488.

Sincerely,

QB Huckl-

Allan J/Mueller
Field Supervisor

CC:

Marion Butler, AHTD
Bill Richardson, AHTD
John Harris, AHTD
Brenda Price, AHTD
Sherry LeBlanc, AHTD
Robert Leonard, AGFC’
Wanda Boyd, EPA
Cindy Osborne, ANHC

COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION 0-13
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1500 Museumn Road, Suite 105
Conway, Arkansas 72032
IN REPLY REFEE TO Tel.: 501/513-4470 Fax: 501/513-4480

March 3, 2005

Mr. Randal Looney

Federal Highway Administration
Arkansas Division

700 West Capitol Ave.

Room 3130

Little Rock, AR 72201-3298

Subject: Cambarus aculabrum Recharge Delineation Request, Washington County, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Looney:

This letter addresses the discovery of a single specimen of the federally listed endangered cave
crayfish (Cambarus aculabrum) near Lake Elmdale, just south of EIm Springs, Arkansas. The
crayfish was discovered by a private landowner in July 2004 and positively identified as C.
aculabrum in September 2004 through genetic testing by the Missouri Department of
Conservation. U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) biologists believe that additional
endangered cave crayfish exist in the underlying karst topography, which is fed by numerous
springs in the area, and warrant protection under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (Act).

Cambarus aculabrum was described from two cave streams in Benton County, Arkansas by H.H.
Hobbs, Jr. and A.V. Brown in 1987. It is a small, white, obligate cave dwelling (troglobitic)
crayfish with an overall body length reaching about 48 millimeters (1.8 inches). This species is
distinguished from related surface species by a total lack of pigment. The Service listed
Cambarus aculabrum as endangered in 1993 as a result of its limited range and threats from
groundwater pollution.

Three projects are currently planned on the landscape surrounding this new cave crayfish location

which the Service believes have the potential to affect the species either directly or through

cumulative impacts: construction of the Springdale northern bypass, construction of the

Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport (NWARA) connector road, and the proposed expansion of

the Tontitown landfill. This discovery represents new information and these comments are in

addition to those issued previously under the Act. The Service does not have sufficient $
information to determine if any of the aforementioned projects are likely to affect the endangered

cave crayfish at this time. Therefore, the Service requests that a formal recharge delineation

0-14 COOPERATING AGENCY COORDINATION
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study be undertaken to determine the surface groundwater system servicing the crayfish site in
question. Upon completion of the recharge delineation, the Service will determine the potential
for impacts from each project and decide if further consultation is warranted under section 7
(2)(2) of the Act.

The study must be completed by a Service approved biologist with expertise in recharge
delineation within karst topography of the Ozark Highlands of Arkansas. It is also recommended
that the study be undertaken during the spring of 2005 to avoid delaying planned projects to the
greatest extent possible. The Ozark Underground Laboratory, located in Protem, Missouri, has
performed numerous such delineations in the past and is available to conduct the study within the
time constraints.

Funding of the recharge delineation should be the responsibility of all partics involved and
should take into consideration the potential for impacts from each project. The Service believes
that the greatest potential for impacts is posed by construction of the Springdale bypass and
NWARA connector road due to cumulative impacts from induced development that will occur
after the construction of those facilities. Therefore, the Service recommends that authorities
undertaking those projects (the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department with Federal
Highway Administration funding and Waste Management landfill operators) divide the costs in
manner acceptable to all parties. Preliminary conversations with involved parties have indicated
that this is an acceptable proposition with an estimated total cost of approximately $20,000 for
the delineation study.

Copies of this letter will be provided to all involved partics and should be regarded as an official
request to each entity for funding of the recharge delineation study. Please respond in writing as
soon as possible regarding your participation in this request. Thank you for your time and
consideration in this matter. For future correspondence on this matter, please contact Mitch
Wine of this office at 501-513-4488.

Sincerely,

ﬂi/?f’ D et
Allan J. Mueller
Field Supervisor

cc:

John Harris, Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department
Nicole Beckman-Montgomery, Barnard Dunkelberg and Company
James Dunbar, Waste Management, Two Pines Landfill

Cindy Osborne, Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission

Wanda Boyd, Environmental Protection Agency

Robert Leonard, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Tim Snell, The Nature Conservancy
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United States Department of the Interior

FI&H AMD WILDLIFE SERVICE
1500 Flupiugi Foed, Sude 105
Corrwey. Aiboanes 12012
o RLFLY BIFLS 51 Tel. SD1I/S13-4450  Fas: 500105 135480

June &, 2HI3

Mr. Marion Buller

Divisios Hesd, Enviranmental Divsion

Arkamsas Highway and Transportation Department
.0, Bex 224l

Licile Rock, Arkansmas TZ205.226]

Subject: Review of Preliminary Final Environmeental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Spnnpdats
Norlbern Bypass, LLE. Highway 412, Washington ard Benton Counties, Arkansas

Drear My, Buller:

Thas letter respomds 1o your May 27, 2003 letter requesting comments on the nbove referenced
pregeil. The FEIS 38 well urganaoed amnd geoerally well writien, United States Fish and Wildlife
Service [Service) staff has been woeking closely with Federal Highway Adminssiration (FHWA)
and Arkansas ighway and Transportation Department (AHTIY) personnel 1o avoid impaces 1o
liah fewd wildlilis resaoances in (ke project arca, Proar comenents on the proposed project included a
lester dated August 5, 204 [ Appendic O-00) which putlines severnl commstments agresd upoen
By Servicr sl and FHWAMAHTD persormel. The etter i included in the sppendix and
addressed in the “comments and respoese’ sectlon on papes 7-52 theaugh 7-K5, bul 58 nit
meferenced in the “commitments” section of the document. We believe that this letier should be
refererced in the “commitments’ section of the FEES where spprogmate (umler section 5.5 or
section 513 for example). 'We also roquest that the letter be referenced in the "peraral
deseriptzon of the preferrad line™ o pape 2-34 of the FEIS 16 assure thal thess commitmenls are
evident 1o readers of the document.

Amnather resource of concem mentioned in dhe August %, 20K leiwer was Spla Cave near Beaver
Laki which coukl be impacted by segment E-F of each alignmene. A team of cave divers
explared Splia Cave on 0-12-04 and agian on 9-05-04 and fpued 00 threatenad ar endangened
species inthe cave. The team did note many large coifish in the cove which likely exclodes the
possabiliny of sensalive spedaes ocuming in the cave. Despate these findings, Split Cave provides
important habitar for fish and wildlife, and prosvides o nadurald condedt to Beaver Lake (a lecal
drinking waler supply). Thereloon, every effort should be made 1o protect this cave during
coestruction of the propased bypass,
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Section 5.13 on page 5-8 of the prelimizary FEIS references an ongiieg recharpe delincation for
a karst spring system ksl ner Lake Elmdale along Highwany § 12 which is known to suppon
the endangered cave crayfish (Casboras acsladrom), Results fom the delingition will
determing if the preferred line lies withan the recharge zone for the spring sysiem. [ the
prefemred lipe |ses within the recharge 2onz, a Blokopical assessment will be necessary to
delermmine potential impacts o the endangered cave crayfish aad the need for further consalimion
parsuant o sscnion 7 althe Endangered Spocies A,

Fn adSition to Known karst resoences, there is potential for discovery of odher impomant karss
habitat aleeg the peeferned line price 1o or during construction. The true extent of the
subterrancan eonarommen! is difficult to clearly delineate. Undiscovered karst features, such a5 2
cave openings, sink heles, and undergrousd passapes, may occur on ar near the preferred line,
even in previously developed areas. Therefare, the following precautsanasy messures. are
recommnendad o avosd impacts o lederally listed and sensalive species that may inhabil caves
which have not been previousky surveyed:

L. Survey mew right-efoany for karst features such as cave openings and snkholes,

2. Estoblish a budfer area of about 300 feet avound any coves or sinkheles found during the
survey (or dunimg amy aspect of project implementation). The Service should be
coetacted for further evalustion w determing if the cve is used by Federally listed or
semsilive cave species.

1. I acave is used hy fedemlly listed or sepsitive species, we will likely ragaine the cave o
be mapped when bats are nol present $0 determiane if any additional openings or passages
may be affected by the project, 1o additon, we msy recommend slight modifications of
the proposed progect to allow additional huffer areas to be established. [ncarparatson of
addimcral Balfer arcis may be nectssany to avosd impacts o federally listed species.

4. In the evemt that heles or other opemings are encountered dunng constraction activites, the
Service requests that work efforts cease inthe immeediare vicinigy af the opening. The
apezng should be sdeguately marksd and protected from work activities. Construction
effors should be directed around the apening sl the Service showkd be contacied
immedzlely, Mo Gl matenals should be placed into the opeming until Service or Service

approved personmed have the appartunity ta investigate the site thanasghly.

The Service appreciates the appormunity w oemmenl on this project. [7 you have any questions,
please contact Mitch Wine of this office at S$01-81 34455

Sinceredy,
it Af‘-/éw}’;w—
. tﬁfﬂb}' ""’
Team |Lesder
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Fandal Loooey, FHWA
John Harris, AMTD
John Fleming, AHTD
Erendn Price, AHTD
Sherry Lelilanc, AHTD
Cindy Ceborme, ANHC
Raobert Leonard, AGFC
Wanda Boyd, EPA
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